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International Adoption and the Immigration Process 


Adopting a child from another country is an exciting time for all. By 
sponsoring the entry of a new son or daughter to Canada, adoptive 
parents are given the opportunity to provide a welcoming home and an 
open heart, and to give a child the chance to learn, to experience, and 
to explore a new way Of life. Adoption is both an individually enriching 
experience and a two-way learning process in which both the parents 
and the children may benefit and grow. 


Citizenship and Immigration Canada is responsible for the 
immigration process that allows the child you have adopted or intend to 
adopt to come to Canada. This booklet is designed to serve as a 
general guide to the process of international adoption, as well as to 
provide information about the basic steps and procedures that must be 
followed. It begins with a general overview of adoption and immigration, 
and then focuses on the steps to be taken in the sponsorship process. 


| National Adoption Desk x 


The National Adoption Desk is part of the federal government 
department of Human Resources Development. It has the lead role from 
the federal point of view in international adoptions. It exists to represent 
the interests of provincial adoption authorities abroad, except for 
Quebec for which the Secrétariat a l’adoption internationale (SAI) 
assumes this responsibility. 


The National Adoption Desk plays a role in intercountry adoptions by 
negotiating adoption programs that protect the interests of the children 
being adopted. The Desk also processes intercountry adoption 
applications at the request of provincial adoption authorities, and 
coordinates issues and information among provinces, federal 
departments and foreign authorities. 


The Protection of Children 


Immigration and adoption standards are in place to ensure the 
protection and the best interests of the parties involved. Adoption is 
essentially a process that looks after the best interests of the child in 
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providing a suitable family environment for that child. Unfortunately, 
there are on occasion cases that involve abuse and fraud. 


Adoption and the welfare of children in Canada are the responsibility 
of the province or territory in which the adoptive parents reside. (All 
further references to provinces also include territories.) Provincial 
legislation and procedures are established to ensure that the rights and 
welfare of the child are protected, and to provide security to adoptive 
parents with respect to the child they wish to adopt. 


Although the processing of adoption sponsorship cases is a high 
priority, adoptive parents often encounter delays that may be viewed as 
nothing more than “red tape”. It will be helpful to understand that the 
domestic and international procedures in place have been established 
to protect the safety and well-being of children. Mistakes could be costly 
to all concerned. 


In May 1993, 66 countries, including Canada, reached an agreement 
on The Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in 
Respect of Intercountry Adoption (The Hague Convention on 
Intercountry Adoption). This Convention sets minimum international 
standards and procedures for adoptions between signatory countries. 
Not every signatory country has yet ratified the agreement but, for 
adoptions between countries that have ratified it, the Convention 
promises greater protection from exploitation for children, birth parents 
and adoptive parents. Canada ratified the Convention on December 19, 
1996. It entered into force in Canada on April 1, 1997. Not every 
province has brought in legislation to implement The Hague Convention 
on Intercountry Adoption. Nevertheless, the Convention’s influence over 
intercountry adoption practices will be incremental as more countries 
(and in Canada, more provinces) ratify and implement it. 


Adoptions under The Hague Convention 


Amendments to immigration regulations allowing Canada to comply 
with the terms of The Hague Convention on Protection of Children and 
Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption came into force on 
April 1, 1997, coinciding with the implementation date of the Convention 
in Canada. The Convention requires that the central authority for 
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adoption in the province of destination and the central authority in the 
child’s country of origin mutually agree to an adoptive child’s placement. 
The Convention also requires that immigration authorities in the child’s 
country of destination decide that the child will be allowed to live in that 
country permanently before the adoption can be completed and the child 
entrusted to the adoptive parents. 


Eleven countries (Costa Rica, Romania, Mexico, Burkina Faso, 
Ecuador, Sri Lanka, Peru, Cyprus, Spain, Poland and the Philippines) 
have implemented the Convention. Five provinces (British Columbia, 
Manitoba, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and Saskatchewan) 
implemented the Convention on April 1, 1997. If you are a resident of 
one of these provinces and intend to adopt a child from one of the 
implementing countries, you should contact the provincial adoption 
authority to obtain information about The Hague Convention 
requirements for intercountry adoptions. You should also refer to the 
information sheet accompanying this pamphlet for further details 
concerning processing of The Hague Convention adoption cases. 


Adoption cases involving countries that have not ratified and 
implemented the Convention, all cases destined to a province that has 
not implemented the Convention are not affected by the regulatory 
amendment. They continue to be governed by the immigration 
regulations currently in place. 


The Adoption/Sponsorship Process 


Once sponsors decide to pursue an international adoption, the first 
step is to contact the authorities of the province in which the child will 
reside. As adoption falls under provincial jurisdiction, the provinces play 
an essential role in determining if the best interests of the child are met 
in the adoption proposal and if prospective parents are suitable to adopt. 
The adoption process may vary from one province to another. Many 
provinces require that a homestudy be completed before they will issue 
a letter of no-objection to the proposed arrangements for the reception 
and care of the child. When the child is identified and the provincial 
requirements for adoption have been met, the adoptive parents initiate 
the immigration process by submitting a sponsorship, on behalf of the 
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child, to the Case Processing Centre (CPC) in Mississauga, Ontario. 
Once the sponsorship is approved, and the immigration application for 
the child is received at the visa office, a visa officer will assess if the 
child can be admitted into Canada as an immigrant. The visa officer will 
issue the immigrant visa to the child when all the immigration 
requirements are met, the letter of no-objection from the provincial child 
welfare authority is obtained and the foreign authority allows the transfer 
of the child to the adoptive parents. 


Family Class . 


Canada welcomes about 200,000 new immigrants every year. In 
1995, 77,021 of these were members of the family class, in which 
adopted and to be adopted children are included. The family class, as 
its name suggests, was established to reunite families. Family 
reunification is one of the cornerstones of Canadian immigration policy, 
so members of this class are given high priority in immigration 
processing. 


Eligibility for Sponsorship 


Persons eligible to sponsor adopted children or children intended for 
adoption in Canada must be Canadian citizens or permanent residents, 
aged 19 or over, and living in Canada. Sponsors make a binding 
commitment to provide support for sponsored children for a period of 
10 years. In Québec, the sponsorship may last until the child attains the 
age of majority. 


: Who May Be Sponsored 


Children under the age of 19 may be sponsored to come to Canada 
if they have been adopted outside Canada according to the laws of 
another country. The application for permanent residence will be 
approved if the visa officer believes there is a genuine parent-child 
relationship being created as a result of the adoption. The application 
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for permanent residence may be refused if the visa officer concludes 
that the real purpose of the adoption is to circumvent immigration 
requirements. 


A child may also be sponsored as an intended adoptee to be 
adopted in Canada if the child is under 19 and is: 


¢ an orphan 
e¢ an abandoned child whose parents cannot be identified 


¢ achild born outside of marriage who has been placed with a child 
welfare authority for adoption 


e achild whose parents are separated and who has been placed 
with a child welfare authority for adoption, or 


e achild, one of whose parents is deceased, who has been placed 
with a child welfare authority for adoption. 


Laws regarding adoption by foreigners vary from one country to 
another. It is the duty of the visa officer to ensure that, for an adoption 
completed abroad, the adoption is legal according to the laws of the 
country in question. If the adoption has already occurred, the onus is on 
the sponsor to provide the documentation needed to establish this fact. 
An adoption legally completed in the foreign country will be given 
automatic legal recognition under the laws of most jurisdictions in 
Canada, except in Québec where such recognition has to be granted by 
a tribunal. 


Not all countries legally allow the adoption of children by foreigners. 
Some allow only a guardianship, while others forbid any international 
adoptions. Before beginning the adoption process, potential sponsors 
should consult provincial adoption authorities (le Secrétariat a l’adoption 
internationale for Québec cases) or the appropriate foreign embassy in 
Canada to determine if adoption is allowed. For phone numbers and 
addresses of specific embassies, consult the white pages of your local 
telephone directory or call Reference Canada at 1-800-667-3355. 
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Undertaking Form 


Once a homestudy has been completed (if required by the province) 
and the child proposed for adoption is identified, adoptive parents begin 
the sponsorship process by filling out an Undertaking form. This form is 
part of the application kit Sponsoring a Family Class Relative. The kit is 
available by calling an Immigration Call Centre (see the last page of this 
booklet). The Undertaking is a declaration that the sponsors agree to 
provide the necessary care and support for the child they wish to adopt 
or have adopted. The agreement will be for 10 years (or until the child 
reaches the age of majority in Quebec cases). 


Sponsors must also complete a Financial Evaluation form (except in 
Québec, which has its own forms). In Québec, the financial information 
will be evaluated by the Ministere des Relations avec les Citoyens et de 
l’Immigration (MRCI). 


Proof of payment of the correct processing fee must accompany the 
completed application. All the information about the processing fee is 
included in the sponsorship application kit. This fee covers the cost of 
processing the application for sponsorship and is not refunded 
regardless of the outcome of the case. 


| Role of the Case Processing Centre 


A Case Processing Centre (CPC) in Mississauga, Ontario processes 
family class sponsorship applications. The CPC verifies the information 
on the application and informs the appropriate post abroad of the 
approved sponsorship. A letter will also be sent to the sponsors. It will 
tell them that the sponsorship has been approved, and that a 
permanent residence application form must be filled out for the child 
and submitted to the Canadian visa office responsible for the child’s 
home country. 


For Quebec cases, the approved application will be sent to the MRCI 
for their follow-up. They will then forward all cases, approved or refused, 
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to the Services d’Immigration du Québec (S/Q) located overseas, and to 
the appropriate visa office. 


Once the sponsorship has been forwarded overseas, the CPC will 
liaise with the provincial ministry (for all provinces except Québec) in 
order to request the issuance of the necessary letter of no-objection or 
no-involvement. Where a homestudy and information on the child are 
required for the issuance of the letter, the provincial ministry will verify 
and review the homestudy and the information before issuing the letter 
and forwarding it to the immigration authorities. 


Processing Abroad 


Once the visa office is informed of the approved sponsorship, a file 
is opened for the child. The visa office then determines whether the 
child is admissible for permanent residence. The child must meet a 
number of requirements before an immigrant visa may be issued: 


e An Application for Permanent Residence form must be completed 
on the child’s behalf. Sponsors can fill out the application form 
and send it to the visa office themselves or the form can be 
completed by the sponsors’ representative or by the child’s 
guardian, who will then forward it to the visa office. To avoid 
processing delays, all required documents must be included with 
the application. 


e The child must undergo a medical examination conducted by a 
physician in the child’s home country designated by Citizenship 
and Immigration Canada. This exam is crucial to the child’s 
acceptance into Canada. If it is concluded that the child is 
medically inadmissible, the child will normally be refused a visa to 
Canada. 


e The child’s age will be verified. For an international adoption to 
be acceptable for Canadian immigration purposes, it Aves occur 
before the child reaches 19 years of age. 

e The visa officer must be satisfied that the adoption is not one of 
convenience (solely for the purpose of facilitating the entry of the 
child or the child’s relatives into Canada). This is often done by 
interviewing the child with the parent / guardian. 
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e A no-objection/non-involvement letter from the province must be 
received by the Canadian visa office overseas. For adoptions 
under the provisions of The Hague Convention, the provincial 
adoption authority approves the match beforehand and issues a 
notification of agreement on the adoption proposal. A copy of this 
document must be provided to the visa office in lieu of the no- 
objection letter. 


e Inthe case of a child to be adopted in Canada, there must be 
evidence presented that the child’s situation is one of those 
described in the section on who may be sponsored (orphan, 
abandoned, etc.). 


e The adoption, or proposed adoption, must not contravene the 
adoption laws of the child’s native country. If an adoption case 
falls under The Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption, it 
must meet the terms of the Convention. Otherwise, it will be 
refused. 


e A passport permitting travel to Canada must be obtained for the 
child. 


e Legal adoption documents or official documentation entrusting 
the child to the adoptive parents must be presented. 


Only when this process is finalized can an immigrant visa be issued 
allowing the child to travel to Canada. Sponsors should not go 
abroad intending to return to Canada with the child until they are 
informed that the immigration process has been completed. 
Sponsors should not travel to a foreign country on the 
presumption that Canada’s immigration requirements will be 
waived when the adoption is completed. 


While these procedures may seem complicated and lengthy, they 
are administered by all agencies involved in the best interests of the 
child. Sponsors are urged to be patient and follow the procedures. 
Adoption is a happy moment in both the sponsors’ and the children’s 
lives. Immigration Canada tries to make it as easy as possible for 
adoptive parents to bring their child home. 
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. Appeals 


If an application is refused, the sponsor may appeal the decision. 
Sponsors will be notified of the refusal of the application by the visa 
office abroad. They will also be informed of their appeal rights. For 
cases in which The Hague Intercountry Adoption Convention is 
applicable, if the provisions of the Convention have not been met there 
is no right of appeal for a sponsor. 


Appeals are made to the Appeal Division of the Immigration and 
Refugee Board (IRB). An appeal is initiated by the sponsor through the 
completion and filing of a Notice of Appeal within 30 days of notification 
of the refusal. This document is submitted to the Registry of the Appeal 
Division of the IRB. A hearing date is then scheduled. 


The sponsor has the right to be represented by counsel during the 
appeal process. It is the responsibility of the sponsor to persuade the 
Appeal Division to allow the appeal. 


If a sponsor is successful in appealing the refusal of a sponsorship 
application, the case will be reviewed in light of that decision. If the 
appeal is dismissed, the application will not be processed any further. 


Canadian Citizenship 


Under the Citizenship Act, Canadian citizenship is granted to a 
foreign minor child who is adopted by a Canadian parent only after the 
child obtains permanent resident status. The Canadian adoptive parents 
may apply for citizenship for their adopted minor child as soons as the 
child arrives in Canada and is granted the permanent residence. For 
more information about Canadian Citizenship, contact the Citizenship 
Court closest to you or write to: 


Registrar of Canadian Citizenship 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada 
P.O. Box 7000 

Sydney, Nova Scotia 

B1P 6V6 
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Questions and Answers 


What is an Undertaking? 


An Undertaking is a legal document signed by a Canadian citizen or 
permanent resident promising to provide lodging, care and support for 
his/her relative in Canada, in this case the adopted or to be adopted 
child. 


What is a letter of no-objection/no-involvement? 


A letter of “no-objection” is a requirement of Immigration Regulation 
6(1)(c). It is a written statement from the child welfare authority of the 
province in which the child is to reside, confirming that the authority has 
no objection to the proposed arrangements for the reception and care of 
that child. However, where an adoption is finalized abroad prior to the 
child’s immigration to Canada, some provinces will issue a letter of “no 
involvement” informing the Visa Office abroad that the province has no 
legal authority in the foreign jurisdiction to approve an adoption, but 
confirming that an adoption order legally granted in that country will be 
recognized by the province. 


What is an immigrant visa? 


An immigrant visa is the document issued to the child to allow him or 
her to enter Canada to live permanently. When the child enters Canada, 
the immigrant visa must be presented to an immigration officer at the 
port of entry to complete the formal process of granting the child 
permanent residence in Canada. An immigrant visa has an expiry date 
and must be used before that date. 
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Can | bring my adopted child to Canada before the 
immigrant visa is issued? 


No. Before travelling abroad to collect their child, it is strongly 
recommended that adoptive parents await notification that the child’s 
immigrant visa has been issued. This will avoid disappointment caused 
by unavoidable waiting periods and unnecessary costs. 


How does adoption affect the child’s relationship with 
his/her natural parents? 


Adoption severs a child’s legal relationship to birth parents. This 
means that the child cannot later sponsor these relatives for entry into 
Canada. Foreign adoptions that do not sever ties between the child and 
the biological parents—simple adoptions, for example—are not 
acceptable for immigration purposes. 


How long will the process take? 


As a member of the family class, an adopted or to be adopted child 
will receive priority processing. However, there are many factors 
affecting the length of processing. If the adoptive parents properly 
identify the sponsorship application as one for an adoption case, the 
processing period at the CPC Mississauga should not exceed one 
week. The overseas portion of the processing depends on many factors 
including, for example, the time taken to have the required medical 
examination. In addition, complications in the adoption process will 
result in delays in the immigration process. 


How do! check on the status of my case? 


The Immigration Call Centre will be able to provide you with a case 
status. (Please see the last page of this booklet.) When you receive 
notice from the CPC that your Undertaking has been received, you will 
also be given a client identification number. You must use this number 
in any future enquiries you may make. 
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Provincial Information and Contacts 


Newfoundland 


The province requires that a homestudy be completed before it will 
issue a letter of no-objection. The provincial contact is: 


Director of Child Welfare 
Department of Social Services 
P.O. Box 8700 

St. John’s, Newfoundland 
A1B 4J6 

Tel.: (709) 729-2668 

Fax: (709) 729-0583 


Nova Scotia 


The province requires that a homestudy be completed before it will 
issue a letter of no-objection. The provincial contact is: 


Coordinator of Adoption Services 
Family and Children’s Services 
Department of Community Services 
P.O. Box 696 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 

B3J 2T7 

Tel.: (902) 424-3205 

Fax: (902) 424-0708 


Prince Edward Island 


Prince Edward Island is an implementing province under The Hague 
Convention. To begin an intercountry adoption, the applicant first 
contacts the Provincial Adoption Consultant. The Consultant arranges 
for a homestudy to be completed and approved by the Director of Child 
Welfare specifying the range of child’s age, gender and special needs. 
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The Provincial Adoption Consultant will try to assist the prospective 
adoptive parents in understanding the various requirements and 
procedures for adoptions from Convention and non-Convention 
countries, as well as the differences between adoptions finalized in the 
child’s country of origin and those finalized in Prince Edward Island. 


The provincial contact is: 


Provincial Adoption Consultant 
Department of Health and Social Services 
P.O. Box 2000 

Charlottetown, PEI 

C1A 7N8 

Tel.: (902) 368-6514 

Fax: (902) 368-6136 


New Brunswick 


Adoptions completed in country of origin 


The following procedures apply when adoptive applicants wish to 
adopt a child according to the adoption laws of a country that has not 
ratified The Hague Convention: 


Applicants must have a valid homestudy completed in 
accordance with Provincial Standards and Regulations. They 
must identify the country where they wish to adopt and must 
meet the requirements of that country. 


Applicants apply for a sponsorship to the CPC. At the request of 
the CPC, the province will issue a letter of no-objection once all 
requirements have been met and information regarding the child 
has been received. When necessary, verification that the 
adoption can be finalized in the country of origin and copies of 
consents and documentation regarding custody and guardianship 
must have been received. A copy of the no-objection letter will be 
sent to the applicants. 
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Adoptions completed in New Brunswick 


New Brunswick requires prospective adoptive parents to obtain the 
approval of the Minister of Health and Community Services bringing a 
child residing in a country that has not ratified The Hague Convention 
into the province to be adopted under the laws of New Brunswick. 


e Applicants must notify the Minister of their intention to adopt. A 
valid homestudy must be completed in accordance with provincial 
standards and regulations. It must also be confirmed in writing 
that: a) the necessary consents to the adoption have been 
obtained from the birth parents; and, b) the prospective adoptive 
parents have received information about the medical and social 
history of the child and his/her birth family. 


e Applicants apply to the CPC to sponsor the identified child to 
come to Canada for adoption here. The CPC will request that the 
Minister issue a letter of no-objection. A copy of the letter of no- 
objection will be sent to the adoptive parents. 


e Upon the child’s arrival in New Brunswick, the applicants must 
notify the Minister. 


The provincial contact is: 


Provincial Adoption Program Consultant 
Department of Health and Community Services 
P.O. Box 5100 

Fredericton, New Brunswick 

E3B 5G8 

Tel.: (506) 444-5970 or (506) 453-2950 

Fax: (506) 453-2082 


Québec 


In Quebec, the Secrétariat a l’adoption internationale (SAI) is the 
provincial government agency responsible for the adoption of children 
from outside the province. 


To adopt a child from outside Québec, prospective adoptive parents 
have a number of options. They can proceed directly, go through the 
SAI, or through an agency approved by the Minister of Health and 
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Social Services. In all cases, however, the SAI must provide a letter of 
no-objection in order that a visa may be issued to the child to enter the 
country. 


Staff from the office of the Directeur de la protection de la jeunesse, 
a member of the Ordre des psychologues or a member of the Ordre 
professionnel des travailleurs sociaux conduct a psycho-social 
assessment of those wishing to adopt a child, depending on whether 
the adoption order is made in Quebec or overseas. 


Once this assessment has been done and the various forms have 
been filled out properly, the files of the prospective adoptive parents are 
sent overseas, either directly by them or through the agency chosen to 
act as an intermediary. 


The country of origin proposes a child either directly to the 
prospective adoptive parents or through the agency. Once the proposal 
has been accepted, the immigration and legal procedures to formalize 
the adoption are carried out in accordance with the particular country’s 
requirements. 


The Chambre de la jeunesse of the Cour du Québec is asked to 
make an adoption order or an order recognizing the adoption order from 
the child’s country of origin. 


For additional information, please contact the SAI at the address 
below: 


Secretariat a l’adoption internationale 
Ministéere de la Santé et des Services sociaux 
201, boul. Crémazie Est, R.C. 01 

Montréal (Québec) 

H2M 1L2 

Tel.: (514) 873-5226 or 1-800-561-0246 

Fax: (514) 873-1709 
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Ontario 


In the province of Ontario, the Ministry of Community and Social 
Services is the provincial authority that concerns itself with adoption 
cases. When an adoption is completed abroad, Ontario does not require 
a homestudy in order to issue a no-involvement letter. However, where 
it is known that a homestudy is required by the adoption authority 
abroad, Ontario will not issue a letter of no-involvement without the 
homestudy. If an adoption is to be finalized in Ontario, a no-objection 
letter will be issued by the Ministry at the request of the CPC upon 
receipt of a satisfactory homestudy and, where applicable, 
documentation regarding the proposed child. The provincial contact is: 


Adoption Unit, Central Services 

Ministry of Community and Social Services 
Management Support Branch 

2 Bloor Street West 

24th Floor 

Toronto, Ontario 

M7A 1E9 

Tel.: (416) 327-4730 

Fax: (416) 327-0573 


Manitoba 


Adoptions completed in country of origin 


e If an adoption homestudy is required by the child’s country of 
origin, the applicants will be referred to a child and family 
services agency. 


e Some countries may accept homestudies completed by private 
practitioners. (Private practitioners are not currently mandated to 
provide adoption services in the province of Manitoba.) Some 
countries may not require an adoption homestudy for the 
adoption of relatives. 


e Where an adoption homestudy has been completed by a child 
and family services agency, a letter of no-objection will be issued. 


e Where no homestudy has been completed by a child and family 
services agency, a letter of no-involvement will be issued. 
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e The letter of no-objection/no-involvement will not be issued until 
the particulars of the child are known (child’s name, birthdate, 
country of origin). 


Adoptions completed in Manitoba 


e Manitoba requires verification that: a) the child is legally free for 
adoption; and, b) verification that the agency in the child’s country 
of origin is licensed for adoption. 


e Where an adoption complies with Manitoba legislation, and an 
application is made to sponsor a child into Canada for the 
purposes of adoption, a letter of no-objection will be issued. 


e The letter of no-objection/no-involvement will not be issued until 
the particulars of the child are known (child’s name, birthdate, 
country of origin). 


Applicants who reside in rural Manitoba should contact their regional 
child and family services agency to inquire about international adoption. 
Applicants who reside in Winnipeg should contact: 


Provincial Coordinator 
Adoption and Peri-Natal 
Suite 201 - 114 Garry Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R38C 4V5 

Tel.: (204) 945-6962 

Fax: (204) 945-6717 


Saskatchewan 


The Department of Social Services recommends that Saskatchewan 
residents considering an intercountry adoption contact the department 
for specific procedures and requirements. 


Adoptions completed in country of origin 


The following procedures apply when prospective adoptive parents 
(applicants) intend to adopt a child according to the adoption laws of a 
country that has not ratified The Hague Convention on Intercountry 


Adoption: 


| —________ 
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e Applicants should contact their regional or provincial contact for 
specific details on procedures. 


e Applicants must submit their homestudy report which is 
completed by the Department of Social Services or an 
independent practitioner approved by the Department of Social 
Services prior to the Department issuing a letter of no-objection. 


e The sponsorship application must include the name of the 
specific child. 


Adoptions Completed in Saskatchewan 


The following procedures apply when prospective adoptive parents 
(applicants) intend to have the adoption completed in Saskatchewan: 


e Applicants should contact their regional or provincial contact for 
specific details on procedures. 


e Applicants must comply with The Adoption Act in order to finalize 
the adoption in Saskatchewan. 


e A homestudy is required. 
The provincial contact is: 


Senior Program Consultant 
Adoption Services 
Saskatchewan Social Services 
1920 Broad Street 

Regina, Saskatchewan 

S4P 3V6 

Tel.: (306) 787-5698 

Fax: (306) 787-0925 
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Alberta 


The province of Alberta will issue a letter of no-objection for 
international adoptions of children who are in the permanent care of 
their country, as soon as a child is proposed and accepted by the 
adoptive family. Letters of no-involvement are issued for privately 
arranged international adoptions. The child’s translated adoption order 
is required prior to issuing the letter. The provincial contact is: 


Program Planner, Adoption Services 
Alberta Social Services 

9th Floor, Seventh Street Plaza 
10030 - 107 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta 

Todzeea. 

Tel.: (403) 422-5641 

Fax: (403) 427-2048 


British Columbia 


Adoptions completed in country of origin 


The following procedures apply when prospective adoptive parents 
(applicants) intend to adopt a child according to the adoption laws of a 
country that has not ratified The Hague Convention on Intercountry 
Adoption: 

e Applicants have a valid homestudy completed; 


e Applicants identify the country and child/children to be adopted 
and determine all adoption requirements of that country; 


e Applicants submit their sponsorship application to the CPC; 


e The CPC requests that the Adoption Division of the Ministry for 
Children and Families provide a letter of no-objection; 


¢ Adoption Division asks the applicants to submit their homestudy, 
consent for a Prior Contact Check and the child’s background 
information; (See the address below.) 
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e The provincial Ministry will issue the no-objection letter if: a) the 
homestudy that approves the applicants is consistent with the 
child proposed for intercountry adoption; b) the Prior Contact 
Check indicates that there are no concerns regarding the 
applicants’ ability to care for a child; c) information regarding the 
child has been received; and, d) where required, verification that 
the adoption can be completed in the other jurisdiction and 
copies of consents and documentation regarding custody and 
guardianship have been received. A copy of the letter will be sent 
to the applicants when it is forwarded to the CPC. 


For adoption of a relative, the provincial Ministry does not apply the 
same requirements as stated above. If the adoption has not yet been 
completed, Adoption Division will request the consent of the applicants 
and will then conduct a Prior Contact Check before issuing the letter of 
no-objection. If the adoption has been completed, Adoption Division 
requires a copy of the foreign adoption order before a letter of no- 
objection can be issued. 


Adoptions completed in British Columbia 


The Adoption Act requires prospective adoptive parents to obtain the 
approval of the Ministry or an adoption agency BEFORE bringing a 
child residing in a country that has not ratified The Hague Convention 
into the province to be adopted under British Columbia laws. 


This requirement does not apply when the child to be adopted is 
related to the prospective adoptive parents or when a prospective 
adoptive parent will become an adoptive parent jointly with the child’s 
birth parent. 


e The applicants notify the Ministry or an agency in writing of their 
intention to adopt. 


e PRIOR to the Ministry or agency granting approval for the child to 
be brought to British Columbia to be adopted, it must be con- 
firmed in writing that: a) the birth parents have been provided with 
information about adoption and the alternatives to adoption, and 
they have been interviewed regarding the adoption plan; b) the 
prospective adoptive parents have received information about the 
medical and social history of the child and the child’s biological 
family; c) the applicants have a valid homestudy; and, the 
consents that are required according to the law of the foreign 
jurisdiction have been received. 


20 Pe 


International Adoption and the Immigration Process 


In addition, for the purpose of issuing the letter of no-objection, 
the Ministry requires that a Prior Contact Check be completed 
upon receipt of the request for approval. This Prior Contact Sheet 
must indicate that: a) there are no concerns regarding the 
applicants’ ability to care for a child; and, b) the applicants have 
made reasonable efforts to give notice of the proposed adoption 
to anyone named by the birth mother as the child’s birth father, if 
his consent is not required under the provincial Adoption Act, and 
anyone registered on the B.C. Birth Father’s Registry; and c) the 
consents that are required in order to complete the adoption in 
British Columbia have been obtained. 


Applicants apply to the CPC to sponsor the identified child to 
come to Canada for adoption here. 


The CPC requests that the Adoption Division of the Ministry 
provide a letter of no-objection. Upon receiving notification that 
the applicants have obtained authorization to bring the child to 
British Columbia and the additional requirements have been met, 
Adoption Division will forward a letter of no-objection to the CPC. 
A copy of this letter will be sent to the applicants. 


Within 14 days of the child’s arrival in British Columbia, the 
applicants are to provide to the Ministry or an adoption agency a 
written notification of the placement. 


The provincial contact is: 


Ministry for Children and Families 
Adoption Division 

Parliament Buildings 

Victoria, British Columbia 

V8V 1X4 

Tel.: (250) 387-3660 

Fax: (250) 356-1864 


International Adoption and the Immigration Process 


Northwest Territories 


A no-objection letter will be issued by the territory upon completion of 
a homestudy. The territorial contact is: 


Coordinator, Child Protection and Adoption 
Department of Health and Social Services 
Box 1320 

Yellowknife, Northwest Territories 

X1A 2L9 

Tel.: (403) 873-7943 

Fax: (403) 873-0444 


Yukon 


A no-objection letter will be issued by the territory upon completion of 
a homestudy by the Department of Health and Social Services, Family 
and Children’s Services Branch. The territorial contact is: 


Supervisor 

Placement and Support Services 
Department of Health and Social Services 
Box 2703 (H-10) 

Whitehorse, Yukon 

Y1A 2C6 

Tel.: (403) 667-3002 

Fax: (403) 393-6204 


| | Immigration Call Centres | 


Local residents call: (416) 973-4444 Toronto 
(514) 496-1010 Montréal 
(604) 666-2171 Vancouver 


For toll-free access 
anywhere else in Canada: 1-888-242-2100 
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